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THE APOLOGY- 



"There are yetgretU Truthe to teU, if we had eUheT the eouirage 
to announce, or the temper to reeevie them,** 

It must be the axttioxui and paramount desliie of every 
considerate mau» to adopt that religious £edth which he be- 
lieves, and mOst fervently hopes, will be most in accordance 
with the will of his Creator. But in what way is he to air- 
rive at this much wished for result, other than by the 
discreet exercise of those mental powers with whidi it haa 
pleased the Deity to endow him ? Is it sufficient that being 
bom in Turkey, he should become a Mussulman ; or if in 
China or Persia, that he should addpt the religion of cue or 
the other of those countries^ If so we may dismiss our as-* 
pirations after truth, which must cease to be a desideratum 
in the choice of our creed. Hus, however, is an hypothesis 
to which our reason camiot assent* 

As then, it is admitted, that we neither possess an intui- 
tive power of just discrimination,* nor an instinctive religious 
faith, it is evident that our reason must be out only guide— 
a guide, which, when sufficiently matured and enlightened, 
protects us against superstition and fetnaticism, by assuring 
us (as the deduction ^m all experience,) that modem 
mitacles,when not illusions or delusions, are the effects only 
of natural phenomena not well understood. 

• IvC. Our only bope of aitfttng at a toltrably correct compariiofl of 
analogou lal^eeti, is by th6 tedloni and nncnrtaln proceisei of analyski 
and deduction: and it ia to these fUUble sonrces, no doubt, that we 
owe mnch of the diverrity in onr religious opinions, and the eooflictias 
sentlmenti we often meet with upon other important topics. 
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iKat created the heayens ; God himself, that finmed th« 
earth and made it ;. .1 haye not spoken in secret, in a dark 
place of the earth:., and there is no God else beside me, a 
just God and a Sjlyioub. . • Look tmto me, and be ye saved, all 
THB SND8 07 THB sa&te; foT I am God, and there is none 
else."* And these ezhoitations and assutances are not con- 
fined to the Jews alone, but extend to 'the stranger and the 
stranger's children;" — to the whole world, f^" to all the 
ends of the earth/' and are spread throughout the old test- 
ament, forming the language of the prophets for twelve cen'« 
turies — ^firom the time of Moses to within three«>hundred 
years of the birth of Christ ; almost the last words of the 
last proj^het being, ** Remember ye the law of Moses my ser-^ 
yant which i commanded unto him in Horeb." Miserable 
sinners then, as we are, where is to be found the authority 
fbr assuming, that when repentant, the Almighty Creator 
will not extend to us his mercy without the intercession 
of a mediator?? 

With respect to tke second objection, ot the difficulty of 
reconciling the mediatorial doctrine with the Second Com- 
mandment. Christianity calls for the belief of the ** One 
only and indiyisible J'shovah" being present in three distinct 
persons or substances, to all of whom equal reverence is due, 
and to one in particular, (Christ,) all adoration is paid, 
and on the mention of whose name in christian churches every 
knee is bent; while in those appropriated to the Boman 
Catholic worship, we find the figure of Christ, (not to men- 
tion the Virgin,) receiving the same Irespect and devotion 
that was to be paid alone to the invisible Jxhovah.]: Is it 
possible to read the second commandment, and imbibe its 

« Isaiah xlv, 17—23* f Isaiah Ivi, S-a 

% «*The Lord taketh pleasme in &em tliat fear him; in dioae Uiat 
hope in hia mkkct.*' Piahn czhrii, 11. 

t We find in Isaiah dieae memorable and impreflBive words; "I have 
■worn by myaelf," (saith the Lord,) " the word is gone out of my mouth 
in rifl^teoRsnea and shall not xvtiBfii. That mito me every knee shall 
bow, every tcmgne shall swear.** Isa. xhr, S3. After tliis solemn in- 
jonstios, is it to be jnstlfiad that in our dmstiaB chmches this mark of 



spirit, and to doubt whether this is a violatioti of sach eoili* 
mandment } And even if, as Protestants, we repndi&te the 
image of the Roman Catholics with respect to the tangible 
figure of Christ, what does it import whether the mind alone 
conceives the three distinct persons or substances, or that 
they are presented to the eye in a palpable shape } Is not this 
a mere distinction without a difference ? How then can it 
conscientiously be' considered as wholly clear of idolatry ^ 
If no image is to be made of the Deity, or the likeness of any 
thing in heaven, or the earth, or in its waters, which is to be 
the object of our adoration, is not the homage paid to the 
mind*s image (in the absence of a material one) a manifest 
violation of the prohibition ^ It must be borne in mind 
when construing the commandments, that their language was 
adapted to the most humble understanding, as well as to the 
most exalted intellect; and consequently, that the words of 
the first and second commandments were intended to be too 
clear and explicit to admit of being qualified or evaded by 
any metaphysical abstraction or other subtlety^a latitude 
which woiQd be wholly inconsistent with so absolute an inter- 
diction, the breach whereof entails such awful eonsequences.t 

But assuming a mediator to be indispensable to our 
salvation, aud that the divine character of such inter- 
cessor is foreshadowed in the later writings of the Old 
Testament (for clearly and unmistakeably, the doctrine is 
not to be found in the books of Moses, which embrace never- 
theless a period of twenty-five centuries) it has never been 
disputed that the Messiah was to come in thefiesh "through 
the seed of David."**' And there shall come forth a rod out 

nwereace it oaty paid wbetx tito namd of Christ occoxb, and is neglected 
or omitted when that of God the Fatiher, or Jehorah is mentioned ; and 
does not Ihis distinction and omission incur tito awfol reproedi from the 
thnme of mercy, "Hum hast forgotten die God op tbi Saltation, 
and hast not been mindlol of die Kock of Ihy strength!" 

X It is, nndoobledly, the meaning of the second commandment diat 
the tabid shall not foshion to itself any form, or likeness, to wtuoh ado> 
wtaaniBtobepaid. 

* See 1 Chron. xxii, 10, II. 
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«l tKe stni of iMe^ and alihmek shall groir 6ttt of his 
tooti/' Indeed so tinqneirtionable wm this last part of the 
Iprbpheoy eonsidered^ that 8t^ Peter (speaking of king Datid) 
Uyif ** that knowing thut God had bwom -^^ an oath to 
hMi (David) that of the fruit of his loins^ aedotding to the 
ftesh, he Wotdd rai»6 iip Oirist to sit on his throne ;" * and 
k little tother on, St. Peter adds, <<this Jesus haih€K»d 
MsMup;'* and to this we may addubO Ike ^laMtionof 
t^ldrfiit hinlMti; that he had eotte to fUfii th^ laW and the 
Iprophetik 

Kowalloii^kg that %h6 p^rophecy Sn IsaSah or ^ewliete in 
the Old Testament, points out the ^onilhg of Christ, not 
niereiy a^ a temporal prineey (like Batid and Sblomon,| ) hut 
te the Savidtbr and JEledeetall^ dt mankind, how has this 
ptajptibcf been p!roTed to htLve been accomplSshed in the 
jyerson of Christ ? ^e find In St Mat^e# l)xe evangelist, 
tiikt Joseph^ Die hnsband of the virgin ^ary and mothiir 
of Christ, having reason to dolobt her chai/tity, Waa tlboox 
to repudiate her, when it was revekled to him in a'dreatti, 
by an angel of Gh>d, (wh6 saluted him as the "son of Ba^d,"") 
that his wife's conception was supernatural. It is therefore 
evident that Christ coidd only be descended '* in the fiesh*' 
from David throiigh the Virgin, as the same Evaihgelifilt dis- 
tinctly states that Joseph knew not his wifb tmtil after the 
birth of Christ, But what evidence was ofi^ed to the 
Jewicih n«tion, or wbat testimony in fact tfadsfed of the 
virgin's descent from David? None whatever — upon that im*- 
portimt point there is a total absence of proof. It is true 
that St. Matthew ftumiBhcs the genealogy of Joseph, Whom 
he traces step by step from David $ but as St. MatthcfW 
aveiB, as we have seen, that Joseph knew not his IviS^ ttnitil 
after the birth of Christ, it is self-evident that this, genealogy 
b quite foreign to the question. It is a very remarkable 

labtthliC St Matthew entitled his first chapter, <<theb6ok 

*Aaaik,ti»,H ; and we Ptalm ]zzzis,sa-^. 

II See 1 CliioB.zzii/9, If. 
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«f the generatioa of Jesus Christy the son of J^vidy.thefi^n 

<)f Abraham/' although it contaiiied no oUier pedigree than 

tl^t of Jos^^; a circumatance whip]^, according to Ar<^- 

. bishop Whateleyts andlir. MilTs highly-x^lliied dialectic 

Treatises, places the Evangelist in this .di]Lemma — that he 

either beUeved (when he gave this genealogy) that Christ 

wastiie so;i of Josepl^, or..t]^at.t)Lere existed, no^ ground for 

.insisting that the virgin was.jof t)ie seed of .David ; a^d 

^ masmuch as it waa^ t^e pvopiilar belief that Christ was JpsepVs 

son, St. Matthew must have entertained the hope (and wh^ch 

time has since largely indulged) that the genealogy he had 

furnished of the, putative father, would ^ot meet with any 

critical ezaminatiQA of its m^ts.* 

.It may possibly be ^aid, Ijiat .the Hebrews and.oth^ 
oriental nations invarial^y |xaced ^iheir descents through the 
male line ; and there is no doubt thkt such was their custom 
when it was found pr^ticable to, do so ; but can.it be shown 
that when l^his. became impo^ible, the Hebrewpepple aban- 
doned the truth, andp^erred the adoptiqn of a suj^positi- 
Aious* ^r false pedigree to the true .one, .simply be^^ause the 
last U^ of . the <chain ha|ipened.to,be a female ? and even if 
a usage . so ^extraordinary opuld be adduced, can it, for a 
moment be. credited til|at a. writer. said tP be inspired would 
.adopt a o^i^se so wholly ^ variance with common sezise ? 

Itn^y be.a^iso insisted that the mi^Kdes p^ormed^by 
Chirist ren^der^d aU other «yidence supererogatory. St. 
]^ajtthew however did not hold this illogical opinion, as 
is clear from the title and heading of his first chapter ; but 
on the contrary, considered it essentially necessary to 
«stabUsh the preliminary conditipn, th^t the Messiah should 
come " through the flesh " from David ; and such was also 
the unquestionable opinion of St. Peter, when he represented 
Christ as having " come from the fruit of his (David's) 

* For tbe importanoe attached by the Hebrews to Genealogiea, lee 
Eca ii, C2, and wU, 1—7. Neheniah vii, £, 91, 64; andwe atao duix. 
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loins." And tihe urgency of Ihis proof becomes more appilr<« 
ent and indisputable, when we bear in mind the miracles 
that were performed by the ** wise men " of Pharaoh in the 
presence of Moses, and that of the raising Samuel to Saul 
by the witch of Endor. 

It may be finally urged that the transcendent excellence 
of the doctrine of the New Testament, and the imexampled 
humility and sublime charity of Christ himself^ carry with 
them internal eyidence of a diyine origin ; but imdeniable 
as these Tirtues are, and ever must remain, they are neces-* 
aarily only secondary considerations with the Hebrew people 
to that of clearly establishmg the accomplishment or fulfil- 
ment of the solemn promise made by the Divine Cfreator to 
Bayid, that of his seed the Slessiah should come, and of the 
subsequent prophecy of Isaiah to* the same effect. 

When therefore we look at the difilculty of reconcilmg 
the mediatorial doctrine with the second commandment, and 
take into consideration the absence of all proof of the fulfil- 
ment of the promise of God, and of the prophecy of Isaiah 
that *' there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse ;" 
and that coupling this omission with the attempt to fill up 
the chasm with the pedigree jof Joseph, it amounts to an 
admission that Mary was not descended from David, or on 
the most foyourable construction of St. Matthew, that thi» 
fiEict was inm^Mble of being supported by proo^ on what 
principle of justice, or on what plausible ground (it may be 
confidently asked) have the Jews been persecuted for not 
embracing Christianity ? 

BognoTi thmtM., W$mwuy, 18S1. 
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p. S.—* Some writers in support of Chriotianity, have 
brought forward the names of the many illnstrions men who 
have been its disciples, and we have been reminded that 
such distinguished individuals as Bacon, Pascal, Butler, 
Kewton, Leibnitz &c., were its firm beUerers, To this it 
may be answered, that one of these great men, at least, 
believed in transubstantiadon ; and further, that there is 
not A creed, to be met with in the ciyilized world that can- 
not boaat of some cUrer men &r disciples and belieyers. 
But however we may be Inclined (and most properly) to 
respect the opinions of men of superior intellect, it is most 
certain that such opinions cannot always be followed as im- 
erring guides where the subject matter is of a complicated or 
difficult character ; and in support of this assertion may be 
brought forward the two following remarkable ^ts. Por 
the last jdxty or seventy years (ever si^ce the days of 
Lavoider the Prench chymist) the scientific men of every 
part of the globe have belleyed and held that water is a 
compound of two gaseous substances, and that it can be re*- 
duced or brought back into those two matters : now this 
has .been lately indiq^ujtal>ly disproved, and the belief de- 
monstrated to be wholly erroneous.f Agai^, from the earliest 
period that we are enabled to trace the knowledge of the 
mariner's compass, it has been invariably believed that it 
acted through some niysterious aitradbion which existed 
between the magnetic l^uid and the north pole. Now this, 
the same autl^ 1^ ^Iso completely disproved, and has 
shown that the direetion of the needle arises simply firom 
the magnetic maiier passing constantiy in currents towards 
the north, and that the bar or needle being a conductor of 
such matter, it is necessarily carried in the same direction. 
We have consequentiy here the belief of the ablest men of 
acience of all countries, for a period of more than half a 
century, in the first case (and which might have continued 

f See TxBctVaa the non-deoompontMm ol Water, 4cg>" Tad edition, 
IpUMhed by James Ridgway, FiocadiDy. 
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